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Judge bars 


son’s claim 
to estate 
of Hubbard 

Associated Press 

I A Judge in Riverside yesterday 
-dismissed a claim that reclusive 
Church of Scientology founder L. 
Ron Hubbard is dead or mentally 
. incompetent and said the contro- 
| versial writer is entitled to privacy 
Superior Court Judge David 
; Hennigan rejected a request that 
Hubbard’s oldest son. Ronald De 
1 Wolf, be given control of Hub-' 1 
bard's estate. The judge also 
; rejected claims that Hubbard. 
should resolve the case by appear-' 
ing in court. 

t Hennigan told attorney Wilkie’ 
r Cheong, who represents DeWolf. 

[ that Hubbard has a constitutional' 
| right to privacy. The Judge said he? 
| was swayed by a declaration fUe<f 
. 3% weeks ago in which Hubbard' 
f'declared that he was alive and weir 
I and in seclusion “of my own 
choosing.’’ 

i The seven-page statement.’ 
which included Hubbard’s linger-’ 
prints and signature, said threats 
had been made on the Ufe of the 72- 
year-old science-fiction writer and 
'author of “Dianetics: The Modern 
f Science of Mental Health,’’ a pre- 
I cursor to Scientology. 

1 Arguing that Hubbard’s assets 
I were being properly managed, the 
| petition said: “I am not a missing 
t person. I am in seclusion of my 
i own choosing. My privacy is tmpor- 
i tant to me, and 1 do not wish it or 
■ my affairs invaded.’’ 

Hennigan told Cheong at the ‘ 
time that the case “would have 
.been resolved in your favor if it 
1 had not been for the declaration" 
and gave the attorney three weeks 
i to disprove the document's puthen-.. 
ticity. , 

DeWolf. 48, -also had claimed* 
that Scientology officials had sto* 
!|en millions of dollars worth of 
gems and securities. Jt 

Yesterday, Hennigan rejected' 
an argument by Cheong that Hub 
hard’s declaration might have been 


faked. ■, 

Cheong said Hubbard's signa 
3 r ture looked "legitimate,” hut. 
added: *Tt appears .that it was a 
blank piece of paper that was 
signed by him, qdth the words 
‘ led later. That paper has noth 
to do Ylth whether he's ccmpt 
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